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FiG, 9—A planting of azaleas at Coles with the wide grass walk



RHODODENDRONS AND AZALEAS
AT COLES

By PATRICK M. SYNGE

COLES, the home of Brigadier O. W. Nicholson, is in the West
Meon Valley of Hampshire, about seven miles south of Alton
and five east of Petersfield, near the village of Privett. It is 600 feet
above sea level with a heavy clay soil overlying chalk. In some
places this is forty feet down, in others only a few feet. The ground
slopes gently down to the base of a small valley to the south of
the woodland. It is definitely a cold area, surprisingly so consider-
ing that it is only 25 miles from the South Coast. However, this
has been abundantly shown during the last two winters, while in
most years late spring frosts have occurred. Only the rhododendrons
classified as “A” and “B” in the old Rhododendron Handbook
ratings have proved a success. All the larger-leafed ones, even
including R. fictolacteum, have either been killed or so damaged
as to be of little use. This coldness is one of the essential facts
about the garden. Curiously again Rhododendron griersonianum
grows and flowers well, but few of its hybrids are a success. The
rainfall, however, is quite high, being usually between 37 and
40 ins. in the year.

However, Brig. Nicholson and his head gardener, Mr. Ridsdale,
have surmounted this by concentrating on the older hardy rhodo-
dendron hybrids and on the deciduous azaleas and have triumph-
antly created a woodland garden of great beauty and brilliant
colouring, a superb and magnificent spectacle in late May and
carly June and fitting very suitably into this undulating, partly
wooded, partly agricultural part of Hampshire. It is a compara-
tively modern garden, having been started after the second world
war.

Everything is beautifully kept. This is noticeable straight away
and the impression remains throughout one’s visit. From the
house around which in the summer are beds of lilies such as the
Parkmannii hybrids, pelargoniums, fuchsias and other such
plants, all very well grown, a long wide grass walk extends down-
wards several hundred yards to the woodland garden, a generous
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subject is also included. Some proposed or attempted crosses
forty to fifty years ago would appear daring even today.

Where species referred to in the Extracts have been submerged,
or in the case of hybrids which have since been given grex or
clonal names, the current name has been placed in brackets after
the name referred to in the Extracts.

SPECIES

24th April 1916. Mr. J. C. Williams. “R. fastigiatum . . . is really
most beautiful, and does nowhere so well as looking right out
east onto Dartmoor with absolutely no shelter on that side. It is
a treat to walk along them and watch the various forms emerging’.
14th September 1916. Mr. J. C. Williams. “We had a heavy loss
in the R. fastigiatum section at Werrington during the dry weather,
and also among some of the larger things here; always with the
rhododendron, it is the sun which is the enemy, and the loss is
10:1 against what we lose from frost”.

22nd February 1917. Professor Bayley Balfour. “Only two species
of the Irroratum series come from the neighbourhood of Teng-yueh,
namely agastum and araiophyllum. Agastum is a coarse-growing
fellow—araiophyllum a delicate and very beautiful plant. There
is a tendency in many of the Irroratum series to assume a reddish
tinge in the foliage as it oldens—in agastum prominent—not so
marked in araiophylium. It will be very nice if your plant turns out
to be either of these species . . . R. F10651 is a plant from the
Lichiang Range, which Forrest got in leaf with one or two fruits
on it in his dried specimens, and it certainly belongs to the Irrora-
tum series, but I won’t pledge myself that it is irroratum itself,
because 1 cannot find in it certain distinct characteristics which
mark all the irroratums I have seen, namely the vestigial feet of
the juvenile glands on the under surface of the leaf, and then
the style is absolutely glabrous as it appears upon the very young
fruit. It comes from a possible locality, for irroratum is essentially
a plant running up from Hoking north of Tali to the top of the
Yangtse Bend, and the Chungtien Plateau touching the Lichiang
Range as it passes north”.

3rd March 1917. Prof. Bayley Balfour. (On a truss of R. irroratum
from Tali sent) : “Meanwhile I am particularly pleased by seeing
that all the main characters which I expected to find are present
in your truss, and most particularly the beautiful red glands on
the outside of the corolla—these by themselves are a mark of



NATURAL REGENERATION OF RHODODENDRONS

F1G. 41—Natural regencration of Rhododendron fulvum on the bank of a drain at
the Younger Botanic Garden, Benmore (see p. 45)

Photos: R.B.G., Edinburgh

F1G. 42—Natural regeneration of Rhododendron polylepis and R. neriiflorum at
Benmore (see p. 45)
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entries in Class 1 for a single bloom of ‘Alba Simplex’ or ‘Devonia’.

Class 2 for Camellia japonica ‘Jupiter’ or ‘Sylva’ attracted only
two entries. The Duke of Devonshire was awarded first for an
average specimen of ‘Jupiter’ with Sir Ralph Clarke, K.B.E.,
Borde Hill, Haywards Heath, second showing a good bloom of
‘Sylva’. In Class 3 Messrs. Waterers were awarded a first prize
for the only entry of ‘Kimberley’. No first prize was awarded in
Class 4 calling for any single flowered red variety japonica.
Second prize was awarded to Mr. Cutts for ‘Fulgens’, Messrs.
Waterers unnamed seedling placed 3rd.

Class 5 for any single flowered white variety not already specified
received most support in this section with five entries. First prize
went to Mr. Cutts showing a good specimen of ‘Frank Gibson’,
the feature of this variety being the mass of white petaloids edged
with yellow. The Duke of Devonshire 2nd with ‘Charlotte Roths-
child’, 3rd prize Sir Henry Price ‘Rogetsu’ (Hazy Moon).

Class 6 specifying any single flowered self coloured variety
brought one entry only a bloom of ‘Yoibigin’® which gained a
first for Sir Henry Price. Again, only one entry in Class 7 for any
single flowered variety not already provided for in this section,
brought a first prize to Mr. Cutts for ‘Hatsu-Zakura’, Class 8 for
any three single flowered varieties of Camellia japonica attracted
only three entries compared with a fine show of 14 entries last
year. Mr. Cutts gained first prize staging ‘Frank Gibson’, ‘Fulgens’,
‘Hatsu-Zakura’, 2nd prize Messrs. Waterers ‘Alba Simplex’,
‘Devonia’, ‘Kimberley’, 3rd prize Sir Henry Price ‘Compton’s
Brow’, ‘Rogetsu’, ‘Devonia’. The Section for Semi-Double
varieties of Camellia japonica consisted of eleven classes 9—20.
Messrs. Waterers taking the first prize in seven classes.

Class 9 calling for one bloom of ‘Adolphe Audusson’ had only
four entries compared with 18 entries last year. Messrs. Waterers
gained a worthy first with an unblemished fine bloom. Mr. Cutts
placed second and the Duke of Devonshire third. Messrs.
Waterers ‘Donckelarii’ gained a first in Class 10. This was a good
example of this favourite variety, having considerable white
markings. Mr. R. Strauss, Stonyhurst, Ardingly, Sussex, was
awarded 2nd prize with Mrs. Edwards Vinery, Penryn, Cornwall,
third. Class 11 for a bloom of ‘Gloire de Nantes’ provided another
first prize for Mr. Cutts staging an excellent specimen of this
most popular camellia. Mr. Cutts’ second entry was awarded 2nd
with Messrs. Waterers 3rd. First and second prizes were awarded
to the only two entries in Class 12 calling for one bloom of
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